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Summary:

This report provides Members with an update on the Government’s search for a suitable site 
and a willing community to host a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) for the disposal of the 
UK’s higher activity radioactive waste, as described within the Government’s Working with 
Communities (WwC) policy. 

Recommendation:

That Members of the Board note the current position in relation to the Government’s search 
for a suitable site and willing community to host a GDF.

1. Introduction and background

1.1. Members of the Board will recall the programme of Member engagement events 
commencing in October of last year, which included Member briefing sessions with 
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, Sellafield Ltd, the Committee on Radioactive 
Waste Management (CoRWM) and Radioactive Waste Management (RWM) Ltd, the 
wholly owned subsidiary of the NDA with the responsibility for delivering a GDF. 

1.2. This process concluded just prior to the Covid19 lockdown with a Council Members 
briefing session on 27th February to consider the relevance of the Council’s Position 
Statement on the Long Term Management of Higher Activity Radioactive Wastes 
(including Geological Disposal). This was subsequently reviewed and endorsed by 
Executive at its meeting on 16th March. Key messages within the revised policy 
statement included;

 Regardless of final location for a GDF the Copeland community is affected and 
the Sellafield site will be at the front end of the operational phase of a GDF for 
many decades to come

 Working in the best interests of our community the Council will engage in the 
process to better understand the implications for our communities and the 
Council reserves the right to vary or withdraw the nature of our involvement.

 The Council’s engagement at Working Group and/or Community Partnership 
stage does not presuppose support for a GDF in Copeland or West Cumbria. 



According to the WwC process, any future decision on this matter will be subject 
to a future Test of Public Support. In the early stages, we consider it our duty to 
our community to engage in the process to understand the implications for 
Copeland of this project.

 

2. Update on the Government’s Working with Communities approach

2.1. A number of activities have taken place over the last 3 months that form the update 
to Members;

 The Council has been at the forefront of the development of the Cumbria Nuclear 
Prospectus which with the support of a range of stakeholders, sets out a 
roadmap for Cumbria to become the Northern “Living Lab” for clean energy: 
decarbonising heat, power and transport, and driving Clean Growth as we head 
towards Net Zero by 2050. The Prospectus includes a section on ‘Managing the 
Legacy’ and recognises that the provision of a solution for safe and secure long-
term management of the UK’s higher activity radioactive waste is key to making 
the case for the UK’s nuclear new build programme.

 Officers have continued to engage with officials from RWM Ltd to understand 
the progress in the process 

 RWM Ltd continue to raise awareness nationally of the Governments approach 
to find a suitable site and willing host community for a GDF and the potential 
economic benefits that such a proposal could bring to communities. 

 At the request of the Council, RWM have prepared a draft Transport Study to 
understand the physical and financial implications of moving the waste currently 
stored on the Sellafield site to another location elsewhere in the country for 
disposal. The headlines and conclusions of the study have been previously shared 
with SNEB Members.

 In addition a draft study of the socio-economic impact of a GDF being sited 
elsewhere in England or Wales on the local economy has also been prepared, to 
help shape the Council’s understanding of the options available.

 RWM Ltd have discussed a potential ‘route map’ of the steps that they would 
need to take to establish a Working Group, which is the first public facing stage 
of the Working with Communities process, should an interested party take that 
decision to proceed to establish a Working Group.


